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'Saturday Night Mas^cre,' 
,.Mr. Civiretti's nominatior 



the questtonuig. 
And when an- 



over Mr. 



Justice Department's New Np^ 2 Man Shares a^ Lot With HIs Boss^ 



Civiletti 






if ^ByAN^ONYMARRO , !^r. . J 
. saUvif.^. - K 

WASHINGTON When the five lawyers who had 
been investigating break-ins by agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investlgatidh resigned in a bitter policy dis- ^ 
pule with griffin BfBeil. the Attorney general, Mr. 

Bell'calle<hin BenJ^ih R. Civiletti, then^head of the r 
criminal division/to take over the case.,^ - - 3 ^ 

When the investigation into Korean, infitience-buy*^. 
ing in~Washington appeared to be stalled, it was'Mrr^ ^ijr - " . 

Civiretti whom Mr. BeliysenC to South Korea, first .. 

negotwtc ior penni^i^ ic^^ntemew —,4 

*» "f* minutes 'during, 

i Ruckelshaus. , > 

- . . - .« .♦ . 5 d almost no oo^i 

Sion to remove David' W. Marston, the Republican^ ' in Justice^ where . spe^lly he has mastered the 
. United States^ttomeylin Philadelphia, U.was,.Mc.!^,F®d®ral bureaucracy and gained Mr^ Bell’s coofi.^ 
Civiletti whom Mr. Bell assigned to reassiire MEurston^'^ dence. “Watching him work is like watching a great] 
assistants'tlmti^eir investigations.. of,. Democratic. „iSJ*ncer: No matter what move.[the opponents} makej! 
politicians woufd be allow^ to continue. “They’ve go"t , * he’s right on top of it, alt day; every day,’/ says PauT* 
him running around llkieV volunteer firenian' putting i Mtchel,. who heads'.the ‘department’s Korean invest!-*] 
put all fhc firw,“ oqefonrier Jiwjtice jDepaitm^^^ a guy^.who was^trying civil cases ui. 

cialsays. '/Bell ought to bwyhirhadal^ ^',..‘^,^.;.Baltlmore on^ year ago^, and ended up hegodatingn.' 

lhp^ttoiryy.^neral^Ji^^ come up^with d eal with the itoreans that aU the experts in d^JSUuk 

dalmatian, and Mr.^Civiletti, a supremely business*. . Department kept insisting couldn’t be donel“ -'. v 

like man, probably might well not appreciate the joke. ^ Not everyone Is delighted with the aurrangementthat 
But Mr. , Bell- demonstrated, hisr^inist in- a more " Mr. CivileUi negotiated. Some critics note that thq 
straightforward ‘manner, by>nammg Mr. Gviletti. as -X Departmentcould not ask Mr. Park about the 

^ deputy attorney general, 'the department’s No. 2 job. • r’ 'possible involvement of Korean GoveriMnent officials, 
'"On Tuesday, the Senate’-Judfciaryr’Committee will? and that the statute of limitations had run out onmany. 
take up the nomination, and Mr. Civiletti cpn expect crimes about which Mr. Park was testifying. But few 
. some rough going, mainly because of questions about ' J -in the department question Mr. Civiletti ’s competence 
what he knew in the Marston affair.and when he knew*--*- or4nteHectr*- He's very nonbureaucrade,’* says oneof- 
it. He is not likely to be denied the job. But just as the » ficial. “He won’t put off a decision by having five peo- 
Democrats used the 1972 confirmation hearings of '^^^e review 10 memos, and he doesn't engage in some of 
Richard G. Kleindienst to explore the ties between the buck-passing that some of his associates do.’’ 

Nixon Administration and International Telephone It is a question about possible buck-passing that is 
and Telegraph, committee Republicans might use the likely to give him the most trouble at the confirmation 
Civiletti hearings to examine the r^sons for the Mar- hearings. The basic dispute is whether an assistant 
st 6 n firing and allegations of Administration attempts ^-told him last November that Mr. Marston had re- 
to “politicize’* the Justice Department. ported to have under Investigation Representative 

There may be another reason for close scrutiny. In Joshua Ellberg, a Pennsylvania Democrat who had^ 
recent 3 rcars, more than one deputy has gone on to be- been pushing hard for Mr. Marston’s removal. Mr.: 
come Attorney General — Nicholas deB. Katzenbach ' Civiletti says he was told no such thing. - t 
under President Johnson, and, under President Nixon,, , . His Involvement in a political controversy is some- 













vrhat Ironic because Mr. Civilettl is regarded as one of 
the least political — and certainly one of the more con- 
swaiive — of Mr. Beirs important appointees. Mr. 
Civilettl was a Democrat in Maryland, where he 
helped organize the campaign of Paul S. Sarbanes, 
now a United Stat^ Senator. But he had no reputation 
as a "politician,** and was kno\Vn mostly as a trial 
lawyer with a prominent firm (Venable, Baetjer & 
Howard), wha sp^ialized in antitrust work and civil 
cases. Unlike Mr. Bell, he was not a friend of the 
President* and unlike hijs predecessor, former Pitts* 
burgh Mayor Peter F. Flaherty, he has shown no 
terest in elective office. ^ ^ ^ ' 

* " Mr. Civilettl came to the dleJwLrtment with the back- 
ing of Charles Kirbo, Mr., Carter's close friend and Mr.l 
Bell's former law partner. But* he says he met Mr. 
Kirbo only a few times,: on .work. that his Arm was 
doing for Mr. Klrbo's Atlanta"- Atm; and he* did hot 
know until later that, Mr.,Kirbo had ipeoAoned. his 
name to Mr. Bell. had'ho particular inter«t iiHh« 
Justice Department at all,** he says. StiU. ^hen Mr. 
Bell asked him to join the department, he agimed. 

He did not try to bargain for achoice spot. In fact»hie 
said that hepffered.to take even a job in the lltote 
divi$ion;^which has had. a reputatloif as an enclave^ 
lawyers whose ppllUt^l jZQhrtectlbns bAeaexceed their 
legal skill. Instead,.^e*was given command ot the 
criminal^tUvlsloA, th'eXcfcondlargest (behind the ahti 
trust division) and most prominent section.' 

There was initial concern about the seIectiho..Jdr» 
CiviletA's only jpeperlence pn^ecutlngcrirTtinal cases 
had cojne 15. year^. before as'Ja Idw<leveL assistant 
United States Attofney in BalAmore for;.2 yeacs. But 
within six months It was’clw. Aiat he was moving the 
criminal dlvislpn in ihe dlrebAdn Bdll Wanted it to 
go, wi^ morciemphasis on prosecutions foriraud and 
wbite^llar <^ 1 me, ,.Ond^wa^becdniing thprpersoh to 
whom Mr. Bdttum^ foradvice bn sehsi Avp cases.. . . 

* One reason. /ipcprdlpg^m ppr^ Aicrh 

both, is that Mr. ClvileAi*^ trial-lawyer bacltgroundis 
closerto Mr. BpUrs.thah:thaCorjpchertop.^ 
offici^,piany of whomh^ worked, in.pubib-interesc 
law Armiri-Anblhei^tlJ^^ Mr. 

Civilettl *s self^conAdence^But.hjs: dbcisiviLminnei 



^ it^h ail COu. U1UH 

with his brUlitoce, ** one of A<^i^l says~,* ‘He hid half the 
secApn chiefs scared that he was goingtotoeihcm.**. 

■ iris not preinatUre to spe^latCkbOUTMif. CfvUet^ 
as Attorney General one daj^. Mr: Bell has indicated 

and 

friends say he might like a seat on the United States, 
Supreme Court. _ . 

.. Mr^ subject* 

with Mr. Bell, anddoeaM&pbdUaiCe about the future. 
He was content in' the*'cxim^^ and believes^ 

he could be cbftteht as?dli|ieBfy my j 

•service is nolonger neadficl;"Tdsq)ed|to return to Bal A- » 
more and practice triadlkwt -v- v - ^ 
But first comei Aife 

Mr. Bell’s AreAghiter, milk the commit-^ 
tee that his own-role icf 'the affair involves* 

much less Are than w- - • * 4 :.. .... 4 

• ^ ^ *. .• t ^{4 ^ y i 

Anthony Marrb U a’fipAr^in t^ bw> ' 

reauofTheNewYorkJtnwsi''^^^ :v. ., . • i 












